A  CHILD  AMID  THE  THEATER

because into the shop came many of the theatrical per-
sonages of the time to buy their cigars* They included
Tony Pastor, whose name was then a household word,
Mc'Kco Rankin, J. K. Mortimer, a popular Augustin

Daly leading man, and the comedians and character
actors of the near-by theaters.

Here the magnetic personality of the boy asserted
itself. His ready smile and his quick tongue made him
a favorite with the customers. More than one actor,
on entering the shop, asked the question: "Where is
Charley? 1 want him to wait on me."

In those clays much of the theatrical advertising was
done by posters displayed in shop-windows. To get
these posters in the most conspicuous places passes were
given to the shopkeepers, a custom which still holds.
The Prohman store had a large window, and it was con-
stantly plastered with play-bills, which meant that the
family was abundantly supplied with free admission to
most of the theaters in, the district* The whole family
shared in this dispensation, none more so than Henry
Prohnian himself, who could now gratify his desire for
contact with the theater and its people to an almost
unlimited extent. His greatest delight was to distribute
these passes among his boys. They were offered as
rewards for good conduct. Charles frequently accom-
panied his father to matinte at Tony Pastor's and the
other theaters. Pastor and the elder JProhman were
great pals. They called each other by their first names,
and the famous old music-hall proprietor was a frequent
visitor at the shop.

But Charles became quite discriminating* Every
Saturday night he went down to the old ThMtre Comique,
where llarrlgan and Haft were serving their apprentice-
2                                  9ut a
